
22440653.11

1

+ 
ATLANTIC SHORES 

PET OWNERS’ POLICY 

Atlantic Shores (the “Community”) recognizes the value and importance associated with the 
companionship that a pet provides.  Therefore, a Resident is allowed to keep a pet in their 
apartment/villa.  However, the opportunity for a Resident to keep a pet is subordinate to the right 
of other Residents to be free from any inconvenience created by the Resident’s pet. The rules 
regarding pets are adopted as contemplated by Section 26 of the Rules and Regulations.  
Capitalized terms used herein and not otherwise defined shall have the meanings ascribed to 
them in the Rules and Regulations. 

Registration and Approval 

1. No pets will be allowed on Community premises without the Association’s prior 
approval.  All Residents’ pets on Community premises must be registered with 
the Association and all applications for pet registrations shall be made on a form 
approved by the Association (the “Animal Registration Form”) and shall be 
accompanied by, in the case of dogs or cats, evidence satisfactory to the 
Association that the dog or cat has received all vaccinations required by state and 
local law, a one-time registration fee of $25.00 for each pet, and an executed Pet 
Agreement in the form prescribed by the Association. The application form to 
request approval of and registration for pets is attached hereto as Exhibit A and 
can be found on Icon or requested from the Association. All such requests for 
approval of a pet are subject to the approval of the Association in its sole 
discretion. Only after such approval and registration shall the pet be deemed 
“Registered”. Such forms and accompanying payments should be submitted to the 
Association’s business office. 

2. All Registered dog and cat owners must provide the Association with 
documentation annually (calendar year) of current inoculations according to 
Virginia law. A $25.00 fine may be incurred if such documentation is not 
provided by January 15th of each year. 

3. While on the Community premises, all dogs and cats must wear the appropriate 
local license and the approved Atlantic Shores identification tag, which shall be 
provided by the Association upon registration of the dog or cat. Once issued, this 
identifier must be worn by the pet at all times while outside the Resident’s Unit.  

4. A current photograph of the pet must remain attached to such pet’s Animal 
Registration Form. 

5. Visiting pets need not be registered but must comply with the foregoing 
guidelines and upon request, evidence of such compliance must be presented to 
and approved by the Association’s management. 
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Basic Guidelines 

Only the following types and number of pets will be allowed: 

1. Dogs 

 Maximum number per apartment/villa: One1

 Must be spayed or neutered 
 Must have distemper and rabies shots 
 Must be licensed 

2. Cats 

 Maximum number: Two 
 Must be spayed or neutered 
 Must have distemper and rabies shots 
 Must be licensed 

3. Birds 

 Maximum number: Two 
 Wings must be clipped 
 Must be caged 

4. Fish 

 Maximum aquarium size: 20 gallons 
 Safe location within the apartment/villa 

5. No livestock, poultry, small mammals (gerbils, hamsters, rats, rabbits, guinea 
pigs), reptiles, monkeys, or other exotic or undomesticated animals of any type 
will be allowed. 

Responsibility 

The Resident is required to reimburse the Community for damages caused by their pet. 
The Community may bill that Resident for any costs associated with any damage caused 
by the Resident's pet. 

The Resident shall be financially responsible for any flea or other insect infestation that 
affects their residence and adjacent residences or common areas as a result of their pet. 

Protection of the Pet 

If the health or safety of a pet is threatened by death or incapacity of the Resident, or by 
other factors that render the Resident unable to care for the pet, the Association may 

1 In the discretion of the Association, a new Resident of a villa may be permitted to have two (2) dogs that otherwise 
comply with these guidelines. Provided, however, any Resident with more than one (1) dog shall be subject to the 
one (1) dog rule once such Resident has only one (1) dog. 
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contact the responsible party or parties listed in the Animal Registration Form. If the 
responsible party or parties are unwilling or unable to care for the pet, or the Association, 
despite reasonable efforts, has been unable to contact the responsible party or parties, the 
Association may contact the appropriate state or local authority (or designated agent of 
such authority) authorized to remove an animal under these circumstances. The 
Association may enter the Resident’s residence, after following applicable notice 
requirements, if any, remove the pet and use reasonable effort to place the pet in an 
environment that will provide care and shelter until the Resident or a representative of the 
Resident is able to assume responsibility for the animal. The charges for the pet care 
provided under this section shall be borne by the Resident.  

Insurance 

A Resident with a pet must assume full responsibility for any and all problems such as 
injury to other persons and/or damage to personal property, other Residents’ property, or 
the Community’s property caused by the pet.  The Association recommends that the 
Resident obtain liability insurance to protect against such losses. 

Pet Rules 
CONTROL 

1. The pet must be kept in the Resident's apartment/villa or under control at all times 
when outside the apartment/villa. All pets shall be kept on a leash or secured in a 
pet carrier when taken to and from any building and are not allowed to be loose or 
be chained to any structure or items anywhere on Community property.

2. No pet shall be left alone on any dock, deck, patio or enclosure other than within 
the Resident’s Unit itself. Pets of a Resident occupant of a villa may be off-leash 
in the yard of the villa if a functioning invisible fence is installed. 

3. If the Resident is to be away from their apartment/villa for longer than 12 hours, 
arrangements must be made for the care of the pet.  Under no circumstances is a 
dog to be left unattended in the Resident’s apartment/villa for more than 12 hours. 
A dog left unattended for more than 12 hours will be considered an emergency 
and reported to the appropriate authority for removal from the Community at the 
Resident's expense.  If the Resident leaves the pet unattended because of 
emergency illness, the Association may contact the responsible party or take such 
other action deemed advisable in its sole discretion. 

4. Under no circumstances is a pet allowed to roam free in the common areas of the 
Community. No pet will be allowed in any dining room at any time. Pets are 
prohibited from entering the Clubhouse except when accompanying 
Residents while they are passing through or are conducting routine business 
in the Clubhouse (e.g., visiting the concierge desk, business office or 
mailroom). Pets shall not be permitted to be on any furniture or to linger for 
more than five minutes in the Clubhouse common areas. Pets may only pass 
through the James, York and Elizabeth hallways and lobbies when entering 
and exiting the building with their Resident or Resident’s guest and shall not 
be allowed to linger therein.  
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5. The Resident agrees to keep their pet under control at all times so that the pet does 
not jump up on other Residents or guests on Community property. Approved pets 
shall not be permitted in the common areas unless accompanied by someone who 
can control the animal and such pets must be carried or leashed. Pets shall not be 
allowed on the furniture in common areas. 

6. Pets which cause or create a nuisance or unreasonable disturbance, or noise (e.g. 
barking continuously, howling, excessive noise, excrement on the property, being 
off leash, or exhibiting any aggressive behavior,) shall be permanently removed 
from the Community upon five (5) days’ written notice from the Association.  

DAMAGE 

7. Any damage to Community property caused by a Resident’s pets or by a pet of 
the guest of a Resident, including, but not limited to carpets, yard and landscape 
beds, as the result of urine, feces or the behavior of a pet shall be the 
responsibility of the Resident who shall pay for the repair, replacement, or clean-
up necessitated by such damage. 

SANITATION 

8. All animal waste (from litter boxes, cages, etc.) is to be picked up and disposed of 
in closed plastic bags and placed in a trash bin specifically designated for such 
purpose. Litter from litter boxes is not to be disposed of in a toilet.  Charges for 
unclogging the toilet or cleaning up any common area will be billed to the 
Resident. 

9. The Resident shall clean up behind their pet while walking the pet on the 
Community property. Pets shall be led away from buildings and beds to relieve 
themselves, and pets shall not be allowed to relieve themselves on a sidewalk.  

CARE 

10. The Resident agrees to provide adequate care, nutrition, exercise, and medical 
care for their pet including current distemper and rabies shots as required or 
necessary.  A pet that appears to be poorly cared for will be reported to the 
appropriate authority for removal at the Resident's expense. 

Violations 

1. Any Resident who violates this policy may have their privilege to keep a pet 
revoked.  

2. Approval for any pet may be withdrawn for cause upon five (5) days’ notice to 
the Resident as determined by the Association in its sole discretion.  

3. The Association shall have the authority to exercise discretion in the enforcement 
of remedies with respect to violations based upon the severity thereof, and fines 
may be imposed by the Association as frequently as daily with respect to a 
violation that persists. 
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Service Animals and Emotional Support Animals 

1. “Service Animals” and “Emotional Support Animals” are together referred 
to as “Assistance Animals.”  Assistance Animals are not pets; pets are not 
Assistance Animals. 

2. Assistance Animals are allowed only to Residents who are “disabled” within 
the meaning of the Americans with Disabilities Act or the Fair Housing Act.  
A “disability” is an impairment that substantially limits the individual in the 
performance of one or more major life activities.  Allowance of an Assistance 
Animal is, in many cases, a reasonable accommodation or reasonable 
modification of policies and procedures under those statutes and Virginia 
state law. 

3. Definitions: 

(a) “Service Animals” are dogs or miniature horses that have been 
individually trained to do work or perform tasks for the benefit of an 
individual with a disability, including but not limited to, guiding 
individuals with impaired vision, alerting individuals with impaired 
hearing to intruders or sounds, or fetching dropped items for 
individuals unable to bend over.  Service Animals must in all cases 
have individualized training to address the specific disabilities of their 
owner. 

(b) “Emotional Support Animals” are animals that have been prescribed 
by a licensed mental health professional, or other therapeutic 
provider, to provides clinical assistance in comfort and 
companionship to a person with a diagnosed mental or emotional 
disability such as anxiety, depression, PTSD or autism.  To qualify for 
an Emotional Support Animal, a person must have a diagnosed 
mental or emotional disability and obtain a letter from a licensed 
mental health professional (or other listed services provider) that 
states that the animal is necessary. 

4. Assistance Animals are subject to the foregoing rules, with some exceptions: 

(a) Service Animals are permitted in all areas of the Association property 
when accompanying the individual to whom they are rendering 
assistance, including dining areas and the Clubhouse.  All rules 
concerning sanitation and the keeping of animals under control 
continue to apply. 

(b) Assistance Animals are exempt from the $25.00 per year registration 
fee. 

(c) Assistance Animals will be provided with an Atlantic Shores 
identification tag at no cost to the owner. 
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5. Any disabled individual with an Assistance Animal who requires additional 
modifications or accommodations in the enforcement of the Pet Owners’ 
Policy should contact the Association’s Executive Director. 
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EXHIBIT A 

PET/ASSISTANCE ANIMAL REGISTRATION FORM 
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Pet/Assistance Animal Record Registration Form 

Resident Name:   

Atlantic Shores Address:  

Do you have a disability requiring a service/emotional support animal (“assistance animal”)? Check ONE box:

  Yes   No

If yes, please provide a letter from your medical or mental health provider verifying that the assistance animal 

is a disability-related need.  

Please fill in the following information and return with a copy of your animals’ immunization record 

and evidence of proper licensing by state and local authorities.  

Please attach a current photo of your pet or assistance animal.  

Pet Information:  

Type of pet:   Dog   Cat   Other (Please specify):  

Pet Name:   Pet’s Birth Date  

Breed:   Color:   

Size:   lbs   Virginia Beach License #:  

Microchipped?   no    yes  

Date of last immunization: 

Rabies  Distemper   

Veterinarian Name:   Veterinarian Phone #:  

Pet Information:  

Type of pet:   Dog   Cat   Other  

Pet Name:   Pet’s Birth Date  

Breed:   Color:   

Size:   lbs   Virginia Beach License #:  

Microchipped?   no    yes  

Date of last immunization: 

Rabies  Distemper   

Veterinarian Name:   Veterinarian Phone #:  

In the event that I am unable to attend to the needs of this animal, the following people have agreed to care for 

it:  

Responsible Party:   Phone: ( ) 

Address: Relationship:   




